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2. International passenger carriers
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3. Ticketing agents acting on behalf of international passenger carriers
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4. Airport operators
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5. Government agencies involved in international departures, including the Immigration
Bureau, Department of Airports, Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand, and other government
agencies responsible for regulating or facilitating international travel
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6. Private-sector entities involved in international travel, including associations and

organisations in the aviation, transport and tourism sectors
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Thailand previously imposed a departure tax on Thai nationals and foreign nationals with
permanent residence in Thailand under the Emergency Decree on Departure Tax, B.E. 2526 (1983).
The tax was introduced to limit excessive outflows of foreign currency and safeguard the country's
balance of payments. The Emergency Decree came into force on 28 December 1983. The tax was
initially imposed at THB 1,000 per departure by air and THB 500 per departure by land or sea, as
prescribed by the Ministerial Regulation (B.E. 2526) issued under the Emergency Decree on
Departure Tax, B.E. 2526 (1983). Departure by land and sea was subsequently exempted from the
tax under Ministerial Regulation No. 4 (B.E. 2529), effective from 1 May 1986, followed by an
exemption for departure by air under Ministerial Regulation No. 6 (B.E. 2534), effective from 1 July
1991.
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In line with the Government's policy to make the most effective use of available resources
within the fiscal discipline framework and to strengthen fiscal flexibility in responding to potential
emergencies, the Ministry of Finance has tasked the Revenue Department with considering the
introduction of a departure tax applicable to all persons departing from Thailand, regardless of
nationality. This approach differs from the principles underlying the existing departure tax regime

under the Emergency Decree on Departure Tax, B.E. 2526 (1983).
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1. Departure tax would apply to all persons departing from Thailand, regardless of
nationality. The tax would not apply to crew members or other personnel of a passenger carrier

who travel without paying a fare in the course of performing their duties for that carrier.
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2. A person would be liable to departure tax each time they depart from Thailand.
The applicable rate would be prescribed by Ministerial Regulation, subject to a statutory maximum
of THB 5,000 per departure.
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3. Certain categories of travellers, as prescribed by Ministerial Regulation, would be exempt
from departure tax.
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3.1 During the initial phase, departures by land and sea would be exempt from the tax.
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3.2 For departures by air, the exemptions would be aligned with the exemptions
applicable to the Passenger Service Charge (PSC) and would cover:
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(1) His Majesty the King, Her Majesty the Queen, members of the Royal Family

specified by law, and members of the Royal Entourage
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(2) The Supreme Patriarch and members of His Holiness's entourage
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(3) Foreign Heads of State and their accompanying parties
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(4) Official guests of His Majesty the King or Her Majesty the Queen and their
accompanying parties
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(5) Official guests of the Government and their accompanying parties
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(6) Children aged two years or under
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(7) Inspection teams of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
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(8) Passengers travelling on Thai or foreign government aircraft, or other aircraft used

for official government purposes
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(9) International transit passengers who remain within the designated transit area
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(10) Transit passengers required to remain at the airport while changing aircraft in

connection with domestic travel
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4. During the initial phase, departure tax would be imposed only on departures by air,

at THB 1,000 per departure.
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5. Departure tax would be payable before departure. Where a passenger purchases
a ticket, the carrier or its ticketing agent would collect the departure tax together with the fare.
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6. Where no ticket is purchased or issued, or where no fare is paid or collected through a

carrier or ticketing agent, the traveller would be required to pay departure tax in accordance with
the rules and procedures prescribed by the Director-General of the Revenue Department.
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7. The Act would come into force 180 days after its publication in the Government Gazette.

<. Wlgdduiugidunisigdetnslasansnouiuinguunednalivaduuazlalfunisesnuen
FYIUNINTAWAITENGRINTUNNg e e liUafu

8. Departure tax would not apply where the passenger's ticket was purchased before the
Act comes into force, even if the passenger departs from Thailand on or after the commencement

date.

/&, ANAUA...



- éj -
&, UM AN NI IMTNE s UNU Te i ULaSS oNAUNTE 1HeUSU hazRuiy $IU998871119

= v A

PONMINELTENUTBAA MTIAUVSEEATNT LenaNs wasnanguNeITes

<

9. Competent officials would be authorised to assess and collect departure tax, penalties
and surcharges, issue summonses and orders, and search for or seize accounts, documents and
other relevant evidence.
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10. A penalty equal to twice the amount of tax payable or required to be remitted would
apply. A surcharge of 1.5% per month or part of a month would also apply to any unpaid or

unremitted tax, exclusive of penalties.
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11. The Draft Act would provide for sanctions for tax evasion or attempted tax evasion through
false statements, false testimony, false evidence or other fraudulent means, as well as for

obstructing or failing to cooperate with competent officials and for failing to comply with statutory

obligations, with regulatory fines applicable where appropriate.
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4. Government agencies involved in international departures, including the Immigration
Bureau, Department of Airports, Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand, and other relevant

government agencies
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5. Private-sector entities involved in international travel, including associations and

organisations in the aviation, transport and tourism sectors
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The proposed sanctions are intended to prevent and deter tax evasion and attempted
tax evasion, including through false statements, false testimony, false evidence or other
fraudulent means.
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Please provide your comments or suggestions on the following matters.
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1. Do you agree that departure tax should apply to all persons departing from Thailand,
regardless of nationality, rather than only to Thai nationals?
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2. Do you agree that the Act should set a maximum departure tax rate of THB 5,000 per
departure, with the actual rate to be prescribed by Ministerial Regulation?
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3. Do you agree that, during the initial phase, departure tax should apply only to
departures by air, with departures by land and sea remaining exempt?
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4. Do you agree that, during the initial phase, departure tax on air travel should be set

at THB 1,000 per departure?
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5. Do you agree that passengers who are exempt from the Passenger Service Charge (PSC)

should also be exempt from departure tax?
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6. Do you agree that departure tax should be collected together with the passenger fare

when the ticket is purchased?
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7. Do you agree that relevant parties should be given 180 days to prepare for

implementation, with the Act coming into force 180 days after its publication in the

Government Gazette?
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8. Do you agree that departure tax should not apply to tickets purchased before the Act

comes into force, even where the passenger departs from Thailand after the commencement

date?
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